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REFLECTING ON THE EVENTS BEHIND TODAY'S TRAINING

Every profession has defining moments.
Some are tragic. Some are controversial. Some
reveal extraordinary courage, innovation, or
leadership under pressure. Together, they shape
how future generations think, train, and perform.
Law enforcement is no different.

The policies we follow, the tactics we teach, the
equipment we carry, and many of the decisions
we make are rooted in lessons learned from those
who came before us. Incidents such as the
Newhall Shooting, the FBI Miami Shootout, the
Pulse Nightclub attack, and countless others
continue to influence training decades later.
This series exists because excellence requires
reflection.

By studying historical incidents, legal decisions,
and professional milestones, we gain a deeper
understanding of how our profession has
evolved and why certain practices exist today.
We also create opportunities to challenge
assumptions, examine decisions, and learn from
the experiences of others.

These articles are not intended to be
comprehensive histories or definitive after-action
reviews. Instead, they are brief reflections
designed to spark curiosity, discussion, and
professional growth. We encourage you to
explore the source material, share your
perspectives, and contribute incidents that have
shaped your agency, region, or country.

History does not provide all the answers. It does,
however, provide context. And for trainers
preparing others for the future, context matters.
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AI Transparency:

As part of this project, we’ve used artificial

intelligence tools to assist with formatting, editing,

and brainstorming. As an association, we are

embracing this technology thoughtfully. That said,

the content itself is human-driven, created by

trainers, for trainers. Our mission is to Inspire

Excellence in Law Enforcement Training.

What historical incidents shaped law
enforcement training in the month of July?

We are planning the July issue and looking for

suggestions from members, industry partners, and

history enthusiasts. Share local, regional, national,

or international incidents, legal decisions, and

milestones that continue to influence training.

Send recommendations to info@ileeta.org.
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THE PULSE NIGHTCLUB SHOOTING
Orlando, FL - June 12, 2016, in the early
morning hours of June 12, 2016, Omar Mir
Seddique Mateen entered Pulse Nightclub
in Orlando, Florida, and opened fire on
patrons attending a popular Latin-themed
event. The attack quickly became one of
the deadliest mass shootings in modern
U.S. history, resulting in 49 deaths and
more than 50 injuries. Responding officers
arrived within minutes and engaged the
suspect, disrupting the attack and
preventing additional casualties. The
incident ultimately evolved into a
prolonged hostage situation that
concluded when law enforcement officers
breached the building and fatally
engaged the suspect.

The response involved local, state, and
federal agencies operating within a rapidly
changing environment characterized by
incomplete information, large numbers of
casualties, and significant public attention.
As the event unfolded, responders were
forced to make critical decisions regarding
rescue operations, communications,
casualty care, intelligence sharing, and the
timing of tactical interventions. The
complexity of the incident highlighted the
challenges associated with active threat
response in crowded public venues.

In the years that followed, Pulse became a
significant point of reference in
discussions surrounding active shooter
response, Tactical Emergency Casualty
Care (TECC), Rescue Task Force concepts,
and unified command. 

What lessons were learned from this incident,
and how have they influenced policy, training, or
operations?

Continue Reading

FBI.gov: Rescue, Response, and Resilience: A
Critical Incident Review of the Orlando Public
Safety Response to the Attack on the Pulse
Nightclub
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The incident also influenced
conversations about information sharing
between agencies, crisis communications,
and the integration of law enforcement,
fire, and emergency medical services
during large-scale critical incidents.
Today, Pulse remains an important case
study for trainers seeking to understand
how agencies prepare for and respond to
rapidly evolving acts of mass violence.
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THE ONION FIELD INCIDENT
Kern County, CA - June 16, 1963, Los
Angeles Police Department Officers Ian
Campbell and Karl Hettinger conducted
what appeared to be a “routine” traffic
stop involving two suspects. During the
encounter, one of the suspects gained
control of Officer Campbell's service
weapon and disarmed the officers. The
officers were subsequently abducted and
driven to a remote agricultural area near
Bakersfield known as the Onion Field.

Once there, Officer Campbell was
murdered and Officer Hettinger escaped
on foot across the fields, eventually
reaching safety and reporting the incident.
The suspects were later apprehended and
prosecuted. While the crime itself shocked
the profession, the long-term impact
extended far beyond the criminal case.
The incident generated widespread
discussion regarding officer safety, field
tactics, suspect control, and the
psychological effects of critical incidents
on surviving officers.

The Onion Field incident occurred during
a period when many officer survival
concepts now considered standard
practice were still developing. The
circumstances surrounding the stop, the
loss of control during the encounter, and
the subsequent actions of both officers
became the subject of extensive study
within law enforcement training programs. 

What lessons were learned from this incident,
and how have they influenced policy, training,
or operations?

Continue Reading

Police Magazine. Lessons From The Onion
Field
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The incident remains one of the most
frequently referenced events in
discussions of officer survival and
decision-making under extreme stress.
More than six decades later, it continues to
serve as a historical touchstone for trainers
examining how routine encounters can
rapidly evolve into life-threatening
situations.
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TIANANMEN SQUARE PROTEST RESPONSE
Beijing, China - June 3-4, 1989, large-
scale demonstrations emerged across
China as students, workers, and citizens
gathered in Beijing and other cities to call
for political reform, greater transparency,
and increased civil liberties. The
movement culminated in the occupation
of Tiananmen Square, where protesters
established encampments and conducted
demonstrations that drew international
attention. As the protests continued into
June, the Chinese government declared
martial law and deployed military forces
into the capital. During the night of June 3
and the early morning hours of June 4,
military units moved to clear the square
and surrounding areas. The operation
resulted in significant casualties, although
the exact number remains disputed.
Images and reports from Beijing were
transmitted around the world, making
Tiananmen one of the most widely
recognized public-order events of the
twentieth century.

The events highlighted the challenges
associated with managing prolonged
demonstrations involving large crowds,
intense media attention, competing
narratives, and escalating tensions
between demonstrators and government
authorities. The international visibility of
the incident ensured that it would become
a point of discussion not only for political
leaders, but also for law enforcement
agencies, military organizations, and
public safety professionals around the
world.

What lessons were learned from this incident,
and how have they influenced policy, training,
or operations?
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In the decades that followed, Tiananmen
Square became a significant reference
point in discussions surrounding crowd
management, civil unrest, use of force,
public perception, and the challenges of
maintaining public order during periods of
social and political tension. While nations
have reached different conclusions
regarding the event, it remains one of the
most consequential public-order incidents
in modern history.
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Terry v. Ohio (1968)

On June 10, 1968, the United States Supreme Court
issued its decision in Terry v. Ohio, one of the most
influential law enforcement cases in American
history. The case originated when Cleveland Police
Detective Martin McFadden observed two men
repeatedly pacing, stopping, and looking into a store
window in a manner he believed was consistent with
planning a robbery. Acting on his observations,
McFadden stopped the men and conducted a
limited pat-down search, discovering a concealed
firearm.

The Court ultimately held that law enforcement
officers may briefly detain individuals when they
have reasonable suspicion that criminal activity is
occurring and may conduct a limited search for
weapons when they reasonably believe a person
may be armed and dangerous. This standard is
distinct from probable cause and established a
framework that continues to influence police
practices across the United States.

More than fifty years later, Terry v. Ohio remains
foundational to patrol operations, investigative
detentions, officer safety practices, and
constitutional law training. It is routinely studied in
academies, in-service training programs, and legal
update courses, making it one of the most
consequential legal decisions affecting day-to-day
law enforcement operations.

Honoring the Past, Shaping the Future
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LANDMARK CASES FOR THIS MONTH
Lessons From A Global Profession

The lessons shaping law enforcement training are
not confined by borders. Events such as the
Tiananmen Square protests in China, the Grenfell
Tower fire in the United Kingdom, and the
Glasgow Airport attack in Scotland continue to
influence how agencies think about public order,
incident command, crisis response, and
community trust. As this series grows, we invite
our international members and history
enthusiasts to help us identify significant
incidents, legal decisions, and milestones that
have shaped training around the world.
Excellence in training is a global conversation,
and we want to learn from it together.

What historical incidents shaped law
enforcement training in the month of July?

As we prepare the next issue of Historical
Incidents That Shaped Law Enforcement
Training, we're looking for suggestions from our
members and partners. We welcome local,
regional, national, and international incidents, as
well as landmark legal decisions and professional
milestones that continue to influence training
today.

Send your recommendations, sources, or
perspectives to info@ileeta.org. Help us study the
past to better prepare for the future.

ILEETA has named Eric
Nowicki as the Association’s
Historian. His role is to capture
not only the history of ILEETA
as we approach our 25th
anniversary in 2028, but also
the rich, human narrative
behind the evolution of law
enforcement training. Through 
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Made Possible By Our Corporate Partners

Thank you to our Corporate Partners for supporting law enforcement
trainers. They help ILEETA advance professional development and training
excellence. Want to join them? Visit https://www.ileeta.org/corporate-
sponsors/ or contact marketing@ILEETA.org or scan the QR code.
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